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Problem Statement: Week 2
I. Problem Statement
· A problem statement is a description of the issue to be discussed or a condition that needs to be enhanced (Lamport, 2019). A problem statement pinpoints a gap that exists between the immediate state of the problem and the targeted objective. 
· A problem statement consists of three elements; the main purpose of writing the problem, defining the problem, and writing the problem statement.
· The primary purpose of the problem statement is to pinpoint and elaborate on the problem under question.
· It is wise to define the issue that needs to be solved in order to enable the research for the real problem.
· The research problem must be written explicitly and accurately in order to identify the correct solution. 
Research Questions and Hypothesis: Week 3
II. Research Questions and Hypothesis
· At this stage, the researcher lists the research questions, which are informed by the main objective of the study. The research questions are in question format. 
· A hypothesis is an educated guess about the research, and they are noted as statements.  
· The research questions and hypothesis do not have to be broad. Rather they should be narrowed and specific to the problem under study (Adams & van Manen, 2017). 
· The research questions direct the researcher what they have to do and how they do it.
Data Collection: Week 4
III. Data Collection
· Sources of data can either be primary or secondary.
· Primary data is one which the researcher gathers directly from the source. The methods of collecting primary data include interviews, observations, self-administered questionnaires and experimentations. However, primary data collection is costly and requires a significant amount of time. Examples of primary data include market research (Adams & van Manen, 2017).
· Secondary data is one that is already in existence and is majorly gathered from primary sources. The sources of secondary data include data published in magazines, journals, books and government websites. Unlike primary data, secondary data is cheap to collect, requires minimum time and manpower. Examples of secondary data include data collected through census and tax collection from taxation records.
Data Analysis: Week 5
IV. Data Analysis
· Data analysis is the process of interpreting the collected data through the use of systematic and logical means. 
· For efficient and effective data analysis, the researcher has to be rich in analytical skills, unbiased, thoroughly train the accompanying staff and observe high standards of integrity. 
· Data analysis involves various activities like validating the collected data. Data validation is comparing the collected data according to the set standards to determine whether the data met such standards (Korstjens & Moser, 2018). Another activity is the editing of the collected data. Data editing involves correcting any errors that might have occurred while collecting the data. For instance, the participants may fill certain fields wrongly.
· Methods of data analysis include descriptive analysis that involves methods like mean, median and mode, and this applies for quantitative data.
· One method of analyzing qualitative data is narrative analysis, which is most suitable for analyzing data collected through interviews or observations.
Recommendations and Conclusions: Week 6
V. Recommendations and Conclusions
· Recommendations act as suggestions for future courses of actions concerning the research problem. Recommendations should be directly linked to the research findings that they support (Korstjens & Moser, 2018).
· Conclusions form the researcher's interpretation of the research findings. The conclusion may also be a summary of the main points of the research.
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